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Kevin and Michael are brothers.  They were both born in May two 

years apart.  Kevin, the oldest brother, loved to play sports.  He was 

obsessed with soccer.  His room was decorated with posters of 

famous soccer players and his desk was lined with soccer trophies 

from his years playing the sport.  While Michael liked soccer, too, his 

favorite hobby was making models.  From the first time he made a 

model car with his grandfather, he was hooked.  Each birthday or 

holiday brought more models for Michael to build.  There wasn’t a 

surface in his bedroom not occupied by a model car, building, or 

ship.  In some ways, the brothers couldn’t be more different.  While 

Kevin was outside playing soccer, Michael was inside building.  But, 

there was one thing that always brought them together…cheering 

each other on.  Michael was at every one of Kevin’s games and 

Kevin was there to admire every one of Michael’s creations.

Brothers

Compare Kevin and Michael Contrast Kevin and Michael
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Triangle Shirtwaist Company Fire

tried to help, but even their 
longest ladders could only reach 
seven floors high.  

The entire disaster was over in just 
18 minutes. In that short amount 
of time, 145 people were killed in 
the fire. Sadly, the deaths were 
preventable. The tragedy did spark 
change. Stricter laws were put in 
place to protect the safety of 
workers. In addition, the labor 
union movement became stronger.

Two years before the tragic fire, 
an investigation noted several fire 
hazards in the Triangle plant.  The 
doors opened inward, which was a 
violation of the law.  There were 
not enough staircases for use 
during an emergency, and the fire 
escape was only a flimsy ladder 
that ended on the second floor.  

The owners of the factory, Isaac 
Harris and Max Blanck, were put 
on trial after the tragedy.  
However, after deliberating for less 
than two hours, the jury found 
them not guilty.  They were fined 
just $20 for locking the doors.  
Many still look upon this tragedy as 
one of the greatest injustices in 
history.

On Saturday, March 25, 1911, the 
Triangle Shirtwaist Company caught 
on fire. The company was located in 
the top three floors of a building in 
New York City. The factory produced 
women’s blouses and employed 
mainly teenage girls. Many of the 
workers were immigrants who did not 
speak English. 

The fire began in the late afternoon. 
A worker noticed that there was 
smoke coming from a bin of rags on 
the eighth floor of the building. The 
manager tried to put the fire out with 
a fire hose, but the hose was rotted 
and the valve was rusted closed. The 
women began to panic. They tried to 
escape down the elevators, but only 
one was operational. Some took to 
the stairs, but the door at the bottom 
was locked. Many were trapped 
inside.

Many employees on the higher floors 
escaped to the roof of the building. 
The girls who did not make it to the 
roof, the elevator, or to the stairwells 
were desperate to escape the flames 
and smoke taking over the building. 
Many jumped or pushed past one 
another to try to escape.  When the 
firefighters arrived, they witnessed 
panic as girls tried to escape. They
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From the New York Tribune 
published March 26, 1911

From the Tacoma Times 
dated April 5, 1911

From the New York Tribune
issue of March 26, 1911

NEWS STORY EXCERPTS

Fire Chief Edward Croker blames the high casualty count on 
insufficient fire escapes and stairways, lack of sprinklers, and 
the locked factory doors.  “The calamity is just what I have been 
predicting,” he says.  “I have been advocating and agitating that 
fires escapes be put on buildings such as this.  This large loss of 
life is due to neglect.”

Factory owner Max Blanck recounted his own escape from the fire.  
According to the article, Blanck, his two young daughters visiting the 
factory that day, and his business partner, Isaac Harris, crossed a 
span of eight feet from the roof of their factory to an adjoining 
building.  They crossed to the building on the shoulders of six men 
who formed a human chain.  “Not a person was as much as 
scratched in the process,” the article states.  Blanck and Harris were 
later indicted.  Both testified that they locked the doors to the 
factory’s stairwells to prevent theft.

A demonstration was organized by New York City’s labor 
unions to protest the unsafe working conditions that caused so 
many deaths in the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire.  “Thousands and 
thousands were in the parade despite a steady downpour, and 
women and children marched in almost equal numbers with 
the men.”  It is estimated that 80,000 protesters demonstrated 
in the march.
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1. Only the first article
A. Tells the cause of the fire
B. Notes the reason why so 

many perished
C. Relates fire safety issues
D. Describes the parade in 

honor of the Triangle 
Shirtwaist workers

2.     Both the “Triangle Shirtwaist 
Company Fire” article and the 
news story excerpts

A. State the factory 
workers were to blame

B. Were written by people 
who were at the fire

C. Describe the personal 
lives of the workers

D. Relate fire safety issues

5. List two similarities between 
the article and the news story 
excerpts.

• ________________________
________________________
________________________

• ________________________
________________________
________________________

6. List two differences between 
the article and the news story 
excerpts.

• ________________________
________________________
________________________

• ________________________
________________________
________________________

3. One difference between the 
first article and the news story 
excerpts is

A. The news stories 
include quotes from 
survivors of the tragedy.

B. The news stories note 
when the fire started.

C. The article notes the 
heroic efforts of people 
involved.

D. The article explains 
when the fire started.

4. Both the article and the news 
stories support which 
statement?

A. Justice was served for the 
factory owners.

B. The lack of fire safety 
precautions led to the 
high number of casualties.

C. Labor unions did little in 
response to the tragedy.

D. The factory owners did 
everything they could to 
save the garment workers.

Answer the following questions based on the 
“Triangle Shirtwaist Company Fire” article and the news story excerpts.
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Signal Words that 
Express COMPARISON

Signal Words that 
Express CONTRAST

differ although

yet differ

unlike

but on the 

contrary

whereas

instead

like

too

same

similar

as well as

alike

similarly


