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Astronomy
Priests often studied the sky as part of their religion. They noticed a star in the sky would 
appear shortly before the Nile would flood. This star called Sirius would come back every 
365 days. This meant that the Egyptians were the first to use the calendar year!
Geometry
The Egyptians were the first to use geometry. Each year when the Nile flooded, land 
boundaries between farms were washed away. Specialized workers in the field of land 
surveying would use ropes attached to poles in the ground to divide the land straight and 
equally. The Egyptians also believed geometric shapes like squares, triangles and pyramids 
were sacred. These shapes can be found in many Egyptian artworks.  
Medicine
The Egyptians were the first to use cadavers, which are dead bodies to learn how the 
body worked. They learned about the different organs and muscles inside the body. They 

out, as one method healers used for helping an upset stomach was 

circulated the blood in our bodies, while the heart was in control of our thoughts. 
Hieroglyphs
Hieroglyphs are pictures and symbols that represent words. They were used as a written 
language to record ideas and events. It was started as a system of over 600 symbols but 
grew to over 6,000 symbols!

Questions
1. Which field of knowledge do you think the Egyptians contributed the most to? Why?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How is modern medicine different than the Ancient Egyptian medicine?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Multiple Choice

1. The Egyptians were the first to use Calendar Year Bricks

2. What did healers use to learn more about the body Books Cadavers

3. Geometry helped the Egyptian Surveyors Healers

4. Hieroglyphs started with how many symbols? 6,000 600

5. The star used to tell farmers when the flood was 
coming was called? Sirius North Star

Circle the correct answer
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Questioning What questions do you have about the information? 

True or False

1. A dynasty started when a different family became the Pharaoh True False
2. The empire began when Lower and Upper Egypt united True False
3. During the Old Kingdom, Egypt was invaded by the Hyksos True False
4. Egypt defended the Kingdom with horse drawn chariots True False
5. Egypt had a women Queen named Thebes True False
6. The Queen expanded trade to Africa and traders brought monkeys True False
7. Succession is when rule is passed on to the next heir of the throne True False

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Circle the correct answer

Background
Egypt and its 42 provinces operated as a civilization for many centuries before uniting into an 
Empire that had one central government and one Ruler or Pharaoh. Dynasties were started as 

succession. When a 
Pharaoh had no son to pass his title to, the dynasty was over. A dynasty could also be 
defeated if they were overthrown by another family.
Old Kingdom - 2686 BC to 2181 BC 7 Dynasties
Legend has it that a man named Narmer is responsible for uniting Upper Egypt with Lower 
Egypt. This made Egypt a very powerful empire because of its large population and strong 
armies. They all pledged allegiance to the Pharaoh and the central government in Memphis, 
Egypt. Many pyramids were created during this time period, such as the Great Pyramids of 
Giza, and the Sphinx. 
Middle Kingdom - 2055 BC to 1650 BC 7 Dynasties
The Pharaoh began to lose control over the rulers of each of the provinces. The central 
government used to rule over all the provinces, however during this time, the provinces stopped 
listening to the King, and began operating as the ruler saw fit. They also faced invasions from 
outside groups. One nomadic group called the Hyksos invaded Egypt from the Northeast. They 
attacked the Egyptians with horse drawn chariots. After almost 100 years of fighting, the 
Egyptians fended off the Hyksos. Later, they stole the idea for horse drawn chariots!
The New Kingdom - 1550 BC to 1070 BC 13 Dynasties
A women Pharaoh was introduced in this time period. Queen Hatshepsut was the first woman to 
ever rule Egypt. She strengthened the Egyptian empire by expanding 650 kilometres south of 
Memphis and naming Thebes the new capital city. Queen Hatshepsut expanded by waging war on 
neighbouring villages. She also strengthened the Egyptian economy by expanding trade routes to 
Africa. Traders brought back rare herbs, spices, live monkeys, and scented woods.  
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